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Divided by Cultural Assertions
 (
Although you do a great job of grabbing your reader, I am not sure the tense of this opening paragraph is effective.
Avoid ending paragraphs
 with quotations—always have the last word. Check 
Keys for Writers
, page 37.
)As fear and despair falls upon the whole nation, people can’t believe the deranged militants who were behind the September 11th attacks. While news came pouring in, all signs pointed towards a terrorist attack from the Middle East. What was just an evil assault sought out by a “band of crazed fanatics would lead to the largest cultural assertion of the 21st century (Said, par.3). 
 (
Briefly 
summarize and provide an example of cultural assertions and labels. Define / familiarize your reader with your terms. Be more descriptive. 
W.C
. “incorrectly” or in primarily one way. Look at word choice; be concise. 
Again, familiarize your reader with film.
 This film is about war (great one by the way); do you think it is the best example. If so, work to illustrate it.
L.P.T
. Use the literary present tense for all texts and media.
Avoid ending sentences with prepositions, “of” in this case. Also, be more specific with regards to how the media is portraying the Middle East. 
What kinds of cultural assertions. Work to be more descriptive. 
) (
 
)Ever since that tragic day in America, Arabs along with many other Middle Eastern societies have been labeled tremendously. News, movies, as well as video games have succumbed to portraying these individuals as a tyrannical group whose intentions are to bring evil upon the world. A great example of the average Westerner’s ideal “Arab” would be in a movie called The Hurt Locker. It does an excellent job in showing Arabs as evil savages intending to cause pain to society. Although the movie industry portrays Arabs incorrectly, “All aspects of our culture projects Arabs as the villain” as stated by Jack Shaheen in his documentary Reel bad Arabs. But why doesn’t the media show the good side of a culture? Why does it continue to portray a culture that is thousand of miles away from us that we know nothing of? 
 (
Good transition and topic sentence.
Look at tense here: is it “has been” or “is”? 
Consider giving Said’s credentials to establish his credibility on the subject matter.
)As a writer of literary criticism and politics, Edward Said spent a great deal of his life on how the West’s view of the Middle East has been full to cultural assertions. Said, a Jerusalem born native, moved to the United States as a boy and was educated at top universities such as Princeton and Harvard. He then taught at Columbia University where he was a professor in comparative literature. Said was well known for his book Orientalism which talked greatly about how westerners labeled and generalized Arabs negatively. He also wrote an essay called “Clashing Civilizations” where he attacked the opinions of famous cultural writers like Samuel Huntington and Bernard Lewis on their views of the Middle East. Throughout much of his essay he explains the basis on how westerners use cultural assertions and generalizations to degrade a society. Said’s thesis proclaims that labels and cultural assertion are inadequate, and if not dealt with, has the capability to “end nations entirely” (par.7). Although Said’s ideas are expressed strongly throughout his works, it’s through his aggressive attitude we are able to see his emotion on how “the West” views the Middle East (par.2).
 (
“was well known” or “is well known”?
L.P.T
W.C
. Did the book “talk”? 
Fantastic paraphrase and partial quote from Said.
Is “although” the traditional word you want? Do the two parts of your thesis statement work against each other or in combination? 
Good, clear thesis statement, although it could be more evaluative (show more of your position about the effectiveness of Said’s tone). Consider avoiding contractions when working in academic voice.
W.C
. Vary diction, word choice.
Semicolon use
It is still not clear what Huntington and Lewis wrote. Remember, your reader is unfamiliar with all of this. 
Academic voice: use “the reader is able” rather than “we are able”
Cruel? Look at your word choice. 
) (
Fully introduce source.
not “like”—he actually attacked them, right?
What are Huntington and Lewis’s beliefs? Be specific. 
Did Said explain all westerners’ views or certain areas? Again, work to be more specific. 
Good transition and topic sentence. 
Is “says” the best verb to describe what he is doing? 
Comment on quote before moving onto next quote. Also, MLA parenthetical reference is missing in the first quote.
What about Said’s diction shows confidence? It is not enough to quote him. Use the quotes to teach the reader about his confident tone. 
Fragment
)Said’s confident and striking tone is an effective way to appeal to his audience. A great example of this is when he confidently says that “Certainly neither Huntington nor Lewis has much time to spare for the internal dynamics and plurality of every citizen.” He goes further by exclaiming “ignorance is involved in presuming to speak for a whole religion or civilization.”(par.2). His attitude shows confidence when he says that these writers are not basing a culture on its facts and ideals; In doing so they are ignorant for making such false accusations. Said shows that he is not afraid to criticize these well know authors for their inaccurate interpretations of a culture. Besides his confident tone, Said at times uses a negative attitude to explain his emotion toward a particular event or person. An excellent example of this would be when he describes the “deranged militants” who were involved in the 9/11 attacks. He calls them “crazed fanatics” and describes the attack they committed as “horrendous.” (par.3). By reading these cruel words we are able to see the hatred that Said has for these criminals. That he himself, a Middle Eastern born native, totally rejects the evil that this group of people committed. Said is trying to show to his readers that many Middle Easterners despise what these chaotic people have done, and that they do not follow in their footstep. Said uses a negative tone to enlighten his readers about how Arabs are not evil and that he himself totally rejected what these terrorists did. He does this to try to eliminate any notion about how people think all Middle Easterners have evil intentions. Said’s tone throughout his essay is a way to appeal to people by his emotion. People are then able to understand him better and get an idea of who he’s attacking. 
 (
Apostrophe use.
Fantastic transitional topic sentence, but how might you make it even better? Work to be more specific and make the sentence flow a little better.
Again, work to be less vague. 
Filling in who Said is attacking and why will help you here.
Specificity!
Also, quote from Said in this paragraph to illustrate your point. Your ideas are great; you just need to work a little harder to illustrate them.
Again, Said doesn’t discuss the labels as much as the people who make them—historians and other commentators,
right?
) (
There’s that word “show” again.
Does Said
 really discuss individuals who do not follow in the terrorists’ footsteps? Does he try to enlighten readers about Arabs who are not evil or mostly condemn media who portray them as so?
 Rethink Said’s purpose for writing this essay.
Make clearer who he is attacking and why. Also, contractions can harm your credibility with some audiences. Avoid when working in academic voice unless they are useful for the tone you
 are
 using and audience to which you are writing.
Review the assignment and determine whether this paragraph, number 5, accomplishes what it should.  
Be careful, as this is a little redundant. Avoid repeating yourself by working more directly with the essay and by being more specific with your details.
I want to better understand these 
“
specific and strong points.
”
How? Wh
at does Said think this is done?
 Hint: look at the last paragraph. This is an interesting place for you to speculate. 
This quote
 might be better utilized
.
 earlier. 
)Saids’ appealing tone strengthens his point and enables people to contemplate about how views on other society can sometimes be false and generalized in a negative way. His point is so real and persistent in the world to an extent that it can spark truth in the minds of many people when understood. In showing and giving examples about how people generalize a society based on false interpretation we are able to see and correct our wrong way of thinking. His attitude throughout this essay shows his strong feelings about this subject and how he wants people to come to the realization about how inadequate labels are, and that if people were to follow these stereotypes, it would only confuse them and mislead their minds. Said’s persuasive and compelling tone gives the reader a good view on Said’s emotion throughout the essay. This helps him in strengthening his overall argument. 
Said makes specific and strong points to confirm his argument about how labeling and stereotyping are inaccurate and how deeply it can affect a society. He even goes so far as to question well known writers like Huntington by saying “did he canvass one hundred Indonesians, two hundred Moroccans, five hundred Egyptians and fifty Bosnians?” and even if he did “what sort of sample is that?” (par. 4) Said has the tenacity and presumptuousness to be able to attack famous writers and their opinions. In doing so, he establishes a strong argument and good points about cultural assertions. Said is very bold and by questioning Huntington it shows how committed he is to show the world his message. His argument is very clear in that people shouldn’t judge cultures on what they see but rather by living and engaging themselves deep within a culture.
 (
Again, you are more or less repeating what you’ve said. Also, you praise Said too much. Why do you think his tone and argument are effective? Who is his audience? How might this essay affect readers?
Acknowledge source in body of sentence and discuss how this happens.
Conclusion makes a great assertion about  the danger of cultural assertions but does not “fill it in.” 
Also, look at your 
tilte
. Might there be a way to make use of it in your conclusion? 
Keys for Writers
 
has a great section on ideas for conclusions, page 39. 
)Stereotyping and labeling of any kind misleads people in their views of a culture and robs “an entire people of their humanity.” (Reel Bad Arabs). In order for one to truly know a society they must walk in their shoes and become embedded deep within their society. It is only then that they become well equipped with their ethnical practices and get a sense of how and what their society is based on. 
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