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English 110: College Composition

Instructor: Sydney Brown 
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Essay (200) / Reflection (20) / Workshop (25)

[image: image2.jpg]



Photoshopped combination of the two images below.
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Photos by Brian Walski, former Photojournalist for Los Angeles Times
Important Dates for Essay #3:

· Monday, July 12: 

Typed introduction is due. I will also ask you for your working thesis statement this day.

· Tuesday, July 13: 

Bring 4 copies of Essay #3 for Peer Workshop (25 points—no make-up). You must have your copies at the beginning of class to participate; drafts under three pages will not receive full credit. If you are late to the workshop, you will not receive full credit. Bring your Works Cited page as well. I will review them for you today.

· Monday, July 19: Final paper, which you will not have the opportunity to revise, is DUE—staple in the following order BEFORE coming to class (papers that do not follow this order will be docked points). Absolutely no extensions on this due date.
1. Final, polished essay with Works Cited Page (on top—the first thing I see)

2. Reflection (detailed in the syllabus) 

3. One draft—hopefully one from conference or Peer Workshop. Essays without drafts that show the progression of your work will be docked 10 points (or possibly not accepted). 

The Assignment:
In her essay “The Capricious Camera,” college-student Laila Ayad describes and analyzes a photograph of a young girl with Nazi soldiers in the context of Germany’s failed Lebensborn experiment.  In her compelling essay, she demonstrates that “The complexities surrounding this photograph remind us that the story of any photograph is liable to contain ambiguity” (303). Sometimes, as seen in the photo above, they even contain lies. Now it is your turn to explore the complexities of a photograph. 

Using Ayad’s essay as an example (model), write your own essay in which you describe and analyze one of the five photographs posted on sydbrown.net (you may, if you like, choose your own photograph—just be sure to run it by me for approval). As discussed in class, it is important that your analysis move beyond division, as the Bedford editors warn: “Little is deadlier than the rote analytical exercise that leaves the parts neatly dissected and the subject comatose on the page” (274). This is when your reader asks, “What’s the point?” or even worse, “Who cares?” To avoid these responses a thesis statement, your perspective, is crucial. As the editors of The Bedford Reader emphasize, your thesis statement should use “vivid language to make your interpretation clear” (305). It should also be noted that good analysis requires critical thought as well as useful evidence based in the real world; this often requires research. For Essay #3, you are required to use a minimum of three sources: the primary source (your photograph), as well as two additional sources to provide depth and context to your discussion. For an excellent guideline in writing analysis, study the “Checklist for Revising a Division or Analysis Essay” in the Bedford Reader (276-277). 
The final paper should be 4-5 pages long and in MLA format and style. 

Guidelines:
1. Write for an audience that knows very little, if anything, about the photograph you have selected.

2. Give your essay a provocative title. 

3. The first sentence should grab the reader and stand alone. 

4. Your introduction should engage the reader and familiarize her with your subject as well as fully introduce the photograph and photographer. (Remember: hard work for the writer equals easy work for the reader.) 

5. Introduce and objectively describe the photo.

6. Describe and analyze the photograph in depth.

7. Focus on paragraphs with excellent first sentences that transition from the previous paragraph as well as introduce the topic to follow. 

8. Explore the context and story behind the photo and how it informs (influences, enlightens) your interpretation. This is a good place to use a source.

9. Discuss the nature of photography (ambiguous, shocking, powerful, deceptive, etc.) and how it applies to your photograph. This is also a good place to use a source. You may even choose to use Laila Ayad’s “The Capricious Camera” as your source.

10. Have a clear, strong thesis statement. It should appear in the paper, however, where it appears is up to you.

11. Conclude in a manner that will resonate with your reader. Remember our discussion about contributing to an intellectual discourse, academic scholarship. 

12. Although it is not required, if you did not receive an A on Essay #2, it is recommended that you make an outline for this challenging assignment. At the very least, review the charting of Ayad’s essay, which we did in class. It should help you to organize your paper.

Evaluative Criteria:
The following list will be used to grade your final essay.

1. Is the paper a lucid and thoughtful response to the Assignment for Essay #3? 

2. Does the author clearly understand and have an informed perspective on his/her photograph? 

3. Does the author work well with sources? Does s/he clearly introduce, contextualize, paraphrase and/or quote directly from at least two sources? 

4. Is MLA parenthetical reference used correctly? 

5. Are the quotes weaved/integrated (not “dropped”) into the author’s words? 

6. Are paragraphs focused (hint: strong topic sentences) and ideas developed logically? 

7. Does the essay guide the reader from one idea to the next? Has the author used transitions between ideas and paragraphs to thread the essay together? 

8. Does the author utilize a variety of organizational methods/modes (rhetorical strategies)?

9. Is the essay relatively free of surface-level errors in spelling, punctuation, mechanics, and grammar?  (You will want to read your work aloud as part of the final editing and proofreading stages.) 

10. Is the essay in proper MLA format and style, including the Works Cited page?

11. Has the author completed the Reflection and included a draft?

12. Does the author use academic voice effectively and consistently? 

13. Plagiarism (see last pages of syllabus) will result in a zero for ALL points related to this assignment (essay, reflection, workshop, and conference). 

Assignment for Essay #3:


The Capricious 


Photograph











