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How do I know what I think until I see what I say?

                                       —E.M. Forester

[image: image1.png]


English 110:

College Composition
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Based on an APA adaptation of Anderson, L.W. & Krathwohl, D.R. (Eds.) (2001)



Summer Session 2010, June 14-July 22 (6 weeks)

Section: 0544 / 3 Units

Course Meets: MTWTH 12:10-2:05 in room 584
Instructor: Sydney Brown

Phone: 619.644.7523

Email: sydney.brown@gcccd.edu

Website: sydbrown.net 

Office: 564-B

Office Hours: Monday &Tuesday 2:05-3

                        and/or by appointment

There’s nothing to writing. All you do is sit down at a typewriter 


         and open a vein. —Walter Red Smith
Required Texts and Materials
· Kennedy, X.J., Dorothy M. Kennedy, and Jane E. Aaron. The Brief Bedford Reader. 10th edition. 

Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2009. (You must have the 10th edition)
· Raimes, Ann. Keys for Writers. 5th edition. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2008. 

(You must have the 5th edition.)
· A good dictionary (i.e. The American Heritage Dictionary, 3rd edition, 1992)

· Access to a computer (available on campus)
· Copies of individual essays for Peer Workshops 

Course Prerequisites

A “C” or “CR” grade or higher in English 098 or ESL 106 or equivalent; or completion of the assessment 

process with appropriate score for entrance into English 110. Because this course moves at an 

accelerated pace, it is highly recommended that students have a solid grasp of English writing mechanics/sentence-level skills. While there will be some attention to this in class, students with 

below average writing skills rarely find the time to supplement the course with work on basic English skills, and as a result, often withdraw or fail. 

Catalog Description

English 110 is designed to prepare students for entry into English 120. Students will practice the writing 

process by composing essays with an emphasis on effective expression through the study of appropriate 

language skills. Students will read critically, analyze, and evaluate expository, argumentative, and               imaginative writing. By the end of the course, students will be able to write a position paper by using                  and acknowledging multiple sources. 

Class readings, discussions, writing assignments, lectures, group collaborations, and workshops are 
designed not only to teach standard academic discourse, but also to trigger critical thinking and creativity. 
My goal is to help you improve your reading, writing, and thinking skills for college success as well as 
personal satisfaction (and maybe even enjoyment). 
Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs):                                                   
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Reading Outcomes                                                                                                                                          Students will:
1) Read critically, identifying the theses/claims and key supporting details in a variety of works, emphasizing nonfiction texts.

Writing Outcomes                                                                                                  Students will:
1) Understand and use the writing process to develop clear, coherent essays controlled by thesis statements, supported with adequate details, and completed with appropriate conclusions.
2) Conduct research in response to a question, problem, or issue and be able to synthesize information, draw conclusions, and incorporate evidence into assignments, documenting such evidence according to current MLA standards (with a Works Cited page and in-text parenthetical citations).

Assignments
Quizzes & Working Critically with Texts 

Reading quizzes and critical thinking activities will help you understand, analyze, and evaluate readings, concepts, and writing strategies in your textbook, including the “The Methods” or rhetorical modes, as well as ask you to apply what you have learned. Work completed outside the classroom should be in MLA format and style; it should be insightful, concise, and carefully proofread (beyond spell-check).   

· Absolutely no make-up for quizzes. 
· “Working Critically” assignments may be turned in late for half credit.

In-Class Essays 
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These essays will help you prepare for a variety of the writing situations that you will encounter in college and the workplace. These short- or long-answer exams (although often unpopular) are a common practice across the curriculum. It is important that you develop the skills necessary to meet them—not with fearlessness—but at least with enlightened confidence. 

· Electronic dictionaries, or translation dictionaries, are not permitted during in-class essays. 
Essays and Reflections

You will create essays with reflections utilizing MLA Format and Style. 

· Please do not use cover pages or put essays in folders. 

· Late essays will be penalized points. 
· The midterm and final are in-class essays.  You must take the final to pass this class.
For the Reflection, TYPE your responses to the following questions (usually one double-spaced, typed page), and staple it between your completed essay and the draft. This requirement is mine, not part of MLA, so the Reflection is not an official part of your final paper. 

1. Your informal ideas on the stages of writing the essay (i.e. readings, pre-writing, writing, 
rewriting, editing, and proofreading); 

2. A review (strengths and weaknesses) of the peer workshop (include peers’ names). 


Leave blank if no Peer Workshop or if you missed the Peer Workshop.
3. How you feel about the work as a whole (strengths and weaknesses—be specific);

4. One question that you would like me to address in my comments (design your question to 
elicit feedback) OR how the essay reflects your growth as a writer.
· Reflections are never accepted AFTER you have turned in your paper.

Peer Workshops

Peer Workshops provide you with your own writing community for each assigned essay. Granted, as you will discover, some groups are more effective than others, but with each group, you will have the opportunity to 1) discuss the assignment; 2) discover how your peers addressed the assignment; 3) have your own writing evaluated; 4) and build interpersonal and editing skills.
· There is no make-up for Peer Workshops, though you are encouraged (and some of you may be   required) to take all drafts to The English Writing Center located in the Tech. Mall (AKA library). 
Participation 

Your participation grade includes group work, class discussion, and prompt and regular attendance. A pulse is not enough… 

Evaluation  
This course does not utilize the plus/minus grading system.
Diagnostic…………….………………………..……………………………………………………………….30

Essay #1 (100) with Reflection (20) (revisable)………………………………………….....……………120

56 Words Worth Knowing (Said Vocabulary)……………………………………………………………….28

Essay #2 (200) with Reflection (20) (revisable)……………………..….………..…......……………..…220
3 Peer Workshops…………………..……..………..…………….…………...…………...….@25 each = 75

Essay #3 (200) with Reflection (20)………………………………………………………………………...220

Essay #4 (in-class midterm) (revisable)…………..………..………....………………..………..............100

Essay #5 (in-class essay final)…….……..…………………......................…………………………..….200

4 Chapter Quizzes…………………….……………………………………………………...@ 25 each = 100

3 “Working Critically” Assignments (individual points vary)……………………….……………………..175

Participation………………….…………………..………….……………….…………………………..…….32
_________________________________________________________________________________

Total Points











 1300
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Point Tracker
	Assignment
	Points     

Possible
	         Points 

         Earned
	 Running Total

	Diagnostic
	30
	
	

	Quiz 1: Chap 4 & 5, Fish and Staples
	25
	
	

	Peer Workshop 1
	25
	
	

	Essay 1 
	100
	
	

	Essay 1 Reflection
	20
	
	

	“Clashing Civilizations:” 56 Words 
	      28
	
	

	Working Critically with Said 
	55
	
	

	Quiz 2: Chapter 6 & 7
	25
	
	

	Peer Workshop 2
	25
	
	

	Essay 2
	200
	
	

	Essay 2 Reflection
	20
	
	

	Midterm
	100
	
	

	Working Critically with Ayad
	55
	
	

	Quiz 3: Chap 10, Erickson & Lutz
	25
	
	

	Quiz 4: Chapter 11
	25
	
	

	Working Critically with Javdani 
	65
	
	

	Peer Workshop 3
	25
	
	

	Essay 3
	200
	
	

	Reflection Essay 3
	20
	
	

	Final
	200
	
	

	Participation 
	32
	
	

	TOTAL 
	
	
	


Course Policies
Only mediocrity can be trusted to be always at its best.

—Max Beerbohm

Tardiness & Leaving Early
Granted, we all run late on occasion; however, excessive tardiness is not accepted in this class. Coming to class late is disruptive as well as disrespectful; the same is true for leaving class early. If you need to leave early, please let me know ahead of time and sit close to the door. The class ends when it ends; please do not pack up early. If you are one of those people who is constantly struggling to get to class on time, or constantly having to leave early, this is not the course for you. Excessive (more than twice) tardiness may result in your being dropped from the class. Please don’t make me keep track! 
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Attendance
The Grossmont College Catalog states, “When absences exceed the number of hours a class meets in a week, the instructor may drop the student from the class” (16). In this short-term schedule, each week consists of a little under three semester weeks, so 

missing two classes may result in my dropping you from the course. More importantly, your attendance is an integral part of the growth you will make as a writer this semester. A significant point 
of this class is to work together, the idea being that we somehow convert our group—a mass of strangers, ambition and anxiety—into a chaotic, intellectual collective: a community of writers.  That means you’ve got to be here. If you miss class, you are missing the whole point of the wager. Remember, this is primarily a skills course, not a “lecture” course. Your active participation as both critical reader and college writer is the key to the success of our community. Students who miss more than two classes almost always fall behind and eventually drop or fail—it’s that simple. 

If you are unchallenged, frustrated, bewildered, or overwhelmed by the course, OR perhaps having trouble managing your time, PLEASE TALK TO ME in my office hours. I am just as committed to your success as a student as I am to the success of the class as a whole.  

Note: It is ultimately your responsibility to drop yourself from the class—do not assume that I will do so.

Ah…Technology: 

This is a cell phone free classroom.
Save yourself some embarrassment: While you’re in class, please turn off your cell phone and leave it safely tucked away and not on (or under) your desktop. Additionally, laptops may not be used in the classroom and I do not permit recording devices. We do it “old school” here.
Cross-Talk
Talking to your neighbor (as interesting or attractive as he or she may be) while the instructor or a fellow student has the floor is not only distracting and disrespectful, but it also robs the rest of the class of the information being shared. Please focus your attention on whoever is speaking; give them the same respect you expect for yourself. 

Subject Matter
Your classmates will be reading your essays, and I will sometimes copy and share your essays (anonymously) with the class for different purposes, perhaps as an example of an effectively written essay or as a sample text on which to make revisions. So please avoid subjects you would not feel comfortable sharing with the class. In addition, bigotry—in any ugly shape or form it may take—will not be tolerated in this classroom. 

Late Work
I DO NOT GIVE FULL CREDIT FOR LATE WORK; however, if arrangements are made BEFORE the due date for essays, I have no trouble working with you. Of course, emergencies will be handled on an individual basis. Essays are ALWAYS due at the beginning of class. Late papers (meaning papers that come in after the beginning of the class) will be penalized by means at my discretion—usually points are subtracted. Please organize and staple your work before coming to class. 
I do not accept or read work that is e-mailed to me without my permission. Additionally, I do not accept work turned into my school mailbox; If you want credit for your hard work, 

do not submit it this way.

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities                                                Students with disabilities who may need accommodations in this class are encouraged to notify the instructor and contact Disabled Student Services & Programs (DSP&S) early in the semester so that reasonable accommodations may be implemented as soon as possible. Students may contact DSP&S in person in room 110 or by phone at (619) 644-7112 (voice) or (619) 644-7119 (TTY for deaf). 
Office Hours
I do not require you to talk to me on your own time, but let me say that it is a pleasure when you do. If I could change one thing about the way in which I approached my undergraduate education, it would have to be the way I approached, or did not approach, my relationships with professors. It was not until graduate school that I discovered how rewarding the interaction could be. Communication is the key to the success of any relationship, so I hope you take advantage of my office hours on a regular basis. Drop by my office and discuss what you think about an assigned (or unassigned) text or a “heated” class discussion; get feedback on an essay; discuss an alternative approach to a current essay assignment. I know there is much to learn from you outside, as well as inside, the classroom. If you need clarification on a specific assignment, have ideas you want to run by me for a paper topic, or simply want to talk about music, film, or whatever, please make an appointment or drop by. One of the joys of teaching is this one-on-one interaction.

Supervised Tutoring Referral 
Students are referred to enroll in the following supervised tutoring courses if the service indicated will assist them in achieving or reinforcing the learning objectives of this course:
· IDS 198, Supervised Tutoring to receive tutoring in general computer applications in the Tech Mall;

· English 198W, Supervised Tutoring for assistance in the English Writing Center (Room 70-119); and/or

· IDS 198T, Supervised Tutoring to receive one-on-one tutoring in academic subjects in the Tutoring Center (Room 70-229, 644-7387).

To add any of these courses, students may obtain Add Codes at the Information/Registration Desk in the Tech Mall.

All Supervised Tutoring courses are non-credit/non-fee. However, when a student registers for a supervised tutoring course, and has no other classes, the student will be charged the usual health fee.

Academic Integrity

Cheating and plagiarism (using as one’s own ideas writings, materials, or images of someone else without acknowledgement or permission) can result in any one of a variety of sanctions. Such penalties may range from an adjusted grade on the particular exam, paper, project, or assignment (all of which may lead to a failing grade in the course) to, under certain conditions, suspension or expulsion from a class, program or the college.  For further clarification and information on these issues, please consult with your instructor or contact the office of the Associate Dean of Student Affairs.
Academic Fraud includes, but is not limited to, the following situations:

· Plagiarism is using someone else’s ideas or work without proper or complete acknowledgement.

Plagiarism encompasses many things, and is by far the most common manifestation of academic fraud. 
For example, copying a passage straight from a book into a paper without quoting or explicitly citing the source is plagiarism. In addition, completely rewording someone else’s work or ideas and using it as one’s own is also plagiarism. It is very important that students properly acknowledge all ideas, work, and even distinctive wording that are not their own. Students who are unsure of how or when to properly acknowledge sources are encouraged to consult their instructor.

· Cheating is the copying of any test or quiz question or problem, or work done in a class that is not the student’s own work.

Cheating also includes giving or receiving unauthorized assistance during an examination whether it was intentional or not. Obtaining or distributing unauthorized information about an exam before it is given is also cheating, as is using inappropriate or unallowable sources of information during an exam. To avoid unintentional copying of work, students should cover their own exams and quizzes, and not leave a test or quiz on the desk where another student may be tempted to look at it.

· Multiple Submission is the use of work previously submitted at this or any other institution to fulfill academic requirements in another class. 
For example, using a paper from an English 126 Creative Writing class for a Sociology 138 Social 
Psychology class is Academic Fraud. Slightly altered work that has been resubmitted is also considered to be fraudulent. With prior permission, some professors may allow students to complete one assignment for two classes. In this case, prior permission from both instructors is absolutely necessary.
· False Citation is falsely citing a source or attributing work to a source from which the referenced material was not obtained. 

A simple example of this would be footnoting a paragraph and citing a work that was never utilized.

· False Data is the fabrication or alteration of data to deliberately mislead. 

For example, changing data to get better experiment results is Academic Fraud. Instructors and tutors in lab classes will often have strict guidelines for the completion of labs and assignments. Whenever in doubt about what may be considered Academic Fraud, students should immediately consult with the instructor.

· Plagiarism via the Internet is occurring with more and more frequency, and takes a number of different forms. 

As should be obvious, purchasing research papers on the Internet and submitting them as a student’s own work constitutes a gross case of plagiarism. Cutting and pasting from a website without putting the text being used in quotation marks and/or without properly citing the source also constitutes plagiarism. Posting stolen tests online and/or accessing such tests is cheating. Also students should be aware that while many websites provide reliable information, others may not include well-documented research. Students should be sure to check facts using a variety of different types of resources in order to ensure accuracy.
· Intentional Deception is the submission of false documentation (absence excuse, proof of attendance, volunteer hours, etc.) for falsifying any official college record. 
A student who misrepresents facts in order to obtain exemptions from course requirements has committed an act of intentional deception and may also be subject to the consequences listed below. It is best for a student to do the work as required in a course or speak to the instructor about circumstances that may cause problems in completing forms correctly or honestly. 


Plagiarism in the Composition Course
Let me begin by saying that if you ever get to the point that you feel you have to borrow or purchase someone else’s ideas or papers, please call, e-mail, or drop by my office and we’ll work something out. 

With that said, plagiarism will result in an automatic F for the assignment, suspension for the following class session, and it may result in an F in the course and /or expulsion from the college.  

The following definition is taken from your handbook, Ann Raimes’ Keys for Writers:

If you deliberately or inadvertently present someone else’s actual words or even ideas as if they were your own, you can be accused of plagiarism. The word plagiarism is derived from the Latin verb meaning “to kidnap,” and kidnapping or stealing someone else’s ideas and presenting them to readers as your own is regarded as a serious offence in Western academic culture and public life. 

In the academic world, you will be perceived as plagiarizing if you

· include in you own essay a passage, an identifiable phrase, or an idea that you have copied 

from someone else’s work without acknowledging and documenting your source;

· use exactly the same sequence of ideas and organization of argument as your source;

· fail to put an author’s words inside quotation marks;

· use in your paper long sections that have been rewritten by a friend or a tutor;
· buy, find, or receive  a paper that you turn in as your own work.  

Some Guidelines for Avoiding Plagiarism
Use your own words and ideas.
Practice is essential to learning. Each time you choose your words, order your thoughts, and covey your ideas, you can improve your writing. When you plagiarize or when others edit your work for you, you are not learning.

Give credit for copied, adapted, or paraphrased material.

If you repeat another’s exact words, you MUST use quotation marks and cite the source. If you adapt a chart or paraphrase a sentence, you must still cite. Paraphrase means that you restate the author’s ideas, meaning, and information in your own words.

Avoid using others’ work with minor “cosmetic” changes.

Examples: using “less” for “fuller,” or reversing the order of a sentence.

There are no “FREEBIES.”

ALWAYS cite words, information, and ideas you use if they are new to you (learned in your research). No matter where you find it—encyclopedia or on the Internet—you cite it!

Beware of “common knowledge.”

You don’t have to cite “common knowledge,” BUT the fact must really be commonly known. That Abraham Lincoln was the U.S. President during the Civil War is common knowledge; that over 51,000 Union and Confederate soldiers died in the Battle of Gettysburg is not.

When in doubt, cite.

Remember, through in-class writings, in-class essays, and formal essays, your instructor knows your writing level and style. Don’t fool yourself into thinking you can pass off someone else’s work as your own.

Examples of ethical scholarship:

Susan Jones, an English Professor at San Diego State University, is quoted in the Daily Aztec as stating, “Cheating is certainly on the rise in my classes—regardless of the level” (9).
In her book A Writer’s Reference, Diana Hacker notes, “In research writing, sources are cited for two reasons: to alert readers to the sources of your information and to give credit to the writers from whom you have borrowed words and ideas” (260).

Though these basic ideas are taken from Edward Said’s “Clashing Civilizations?”, it is important to add that…
Finally: A Helpful Website for Writers of all Levels:     

     



OWL: the Writing Lab at Purdue

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/

Check out my website: sydbrown.net 
for more helpful/interesting links.

Any questions? Please ask!





Conversion Table





A	1170-1300	Excellent


B	1040-1169	Very Good


C	910-1039	College Level


D	780-909	Below College-level


F	below 779	Fail




















This course adheres to the policies outlined in the Grossmont College Catalog. 


For further information, consult “Academic Policies” in the catalog.





Note on Grading


I am a firm believer that students earn grades, and that I do not give them. However, as the teacher, my role in your final grade is certainly significant. For this reason, a good system for providing a fair grade is as much a partnership as it is a policy. Let’s work together to make English 110 a rewarding experience.
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